DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON NOVEMBER 13

JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE
VENERABLE MARTYRS DAMASKINOS AND DAMIAN OF THE GREAT LAVRA ON ATHOS

REFRAIN OF THE SECOND ANTIPHON
Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY WEEKDAYS
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in
the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

e Now sing these apolytikia in the following order.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM IN TONE EIGHT
Grace hath shown forth from thy mouth like fire, illuminating the inhabited world. Thou hast
treasured for the world the treasures of silver-hating and revealed to us the sublimity of humility.
Wherefore, O educator, by thy words, O John Chrysostom, intercede with Christ God to save our
souls.

e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple ONLY IF St. John
Chrysostom is not the patron saint of your temple.

KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the treasure-
house of the glory of God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with her the grace
which is in the divine Spirit: whom also the angels of God do celebrate in song; for she is the
heavenly tabernacle.

THE EPISTLE
My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding.
Hear this, all ye people.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (7:26-8:2)

Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a High Priest, holy, blameless,
unstained, separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high
priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people; He did this
once for all when He offered up Himself. Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as high
priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son Who has been
made perfect forever. Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a High Priest,
one Who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the
sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord.

THE GOSPEL
The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (10:9-16)
The Lord said to His Disciples: “I am the door; if anyone enters by Me, he will be saved,
and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly. | am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
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down his life for the sheep. He who is a hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are
not, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters
them. He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for the sheep. 1 am the good shepherd; |
know My own and My own know Me, as the Father knows Me and | know the Father; and I lay
down My life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold; I must bring them
also, and they will heed My voice. So there shall be one flock, one shepherd.”

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) IN TONE EIGHT
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. He shall not fear evil tidings. Alleluia.

THE DISMISSAL

Priest: May Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-
blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of
the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet,
Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among
the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople—whose Divine Liturgy and memory
we now celebrate—of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and
righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; and Venerable martyrs Damaskinos and Damian
of the Great Lavra on Athos, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have
mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
upon us and save us.
Choir: Amen,

**SPECIAL NOTE ON THE NATIVITY FAST**

On November 15, we begin, with God’s help, the forty-day NATIVITY FAST in preparation for
the feast of the Nativity of Christ on December 25. The Nativity Fast is divided into two periods.
The first period is November 15 through December 19 when the traditional fasting discipline (no
meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, fish, wine and oil) is observed with katalysis for wine and oil on
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and for fish, wine and oil on Saturdays and Sundays. The second
period is December 20 through 24 when the traditional fasting discipline (no meat, poultry, eggs,
dairy, fish, wine and oil) is observed with katalysis for wine and oil only on Saturday and
Sunday.
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