
September 23 Liturgy Variables 1 Baptist’s Conception 

Divine Liturgy Variables on September 23 
Conception of Forerunner and Baptist John 

Martyr Raidos; New-martyrs Nicholas and John; 
Venerable Xanthippa and Polyxena of Spain 

 
REFRAIN OF THE SECOND ANTIPHON 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 
 

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY WEEKDAYS 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in 
the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

 
• Now sing these apolytikia in the following order. 
 

APOLYTIKION OF CONCEPTION OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST IN TONE FOUR 
Rejoice, O thou barren one who hadst not borne until now; for lo, in all truth thou hast conceived 
the lamp of the Sun, and he shall send forth his light over all the earth, which is afflicted with 
blindness. Dance, O Zacharias, and cry out with great boldness: The one to be born is the blessed 
Prophet of God Most High. 
 
• Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple ONLY IF the Conception is 

not the patronal feast of your temple. 
 

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO 
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, 
O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to 
come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make 
supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 
 

THE EPISTLE 
(For the Conception of St. John the Baptist) 

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. O God, hear my prayer. 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (4:22-27) 

Brethren, Abraham had two sons, one by a slave and one by a free woman.  But the son 
of the slave was born according to the flesh, the son of the free woman through promise.  Now 
this is an allegory: these women are two covenants.  One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children 
for slavery; she is Hagar.  Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present 
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children.  But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our 
mother.  For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and shout, you 
who are not in travail; for the children of the desolate one are many more than the children of her 
that is married.” 
 

THE GOSPEL 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (1:5-25) 

At that time, there was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named 
Zacharias, of the division of Abijah.  His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth.  And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 
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ordinances of the Lord blameless.  But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they 
were both well advanced in years.  So it was that while he was serving as priest before God in 
the order of his division, according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense 
when he went into the temple of the Lord.  And the whole multitude of the people was praying 
outside at the hour of incense.  Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense.  And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon 
him.  But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.  And you will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.  For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and 
shall drink neither wine nor strong drink.  He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from 
his mother’s womb.  And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.  He 
will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord.”  And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this?  For I am an old man, and my 
wife is well advanced in years.”  And the angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who 
stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings.  But 
behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the day these things take place, because you 
did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time.”  And the people waited for 
Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple.  But when he came out, he could 
not speak to them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, for he beckoned to 
them and remained speechless.  So it was, as soon as the days of his service were completed, that 
he departed to his own house.  Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid 
herself five months, saying, “Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on 
me, to take away my reproach among people.” 
 

• The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. The only remaining variable 
is the Koinonikon. 

 
KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) IN TONE EIGHT 

The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance; he shall not fear evil tidings. Alleluia. 
 

 THE DISMISSAL 
Priest:  May Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-
blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of 
the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, 
Forerunner and Baptist John—whose conception we now celebrate—of the holy, glorious and 
all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints John Chrysostom, archbishop of 
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and 
protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; 
of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyr Raidos; New-martyrs Nicholas and John; 
Venerable Xanthippa and Polyxena of Spain, whose memory we celebrate today; and of all the 
saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 
 
Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
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