DIOCESE OF LOSANGELESAND THE WEST
DELEGATESMEETING
General Assembly
October 21, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 1:50 pm by Kyra Pelachik,
Fellowship President. Fr. Timothy Baclig led usin an opening prayer.

The Teen SOY O Report was given by President Lauren Malouf.
Their General Meeting was very successful. They are still meeting
one more time later today! John Mahfouz isthe new Y outh Director.
Teens are very involved with doing outreach programs--OY O. There
was much discussion about the workshop-leadership conference
done during the Summer Meetings. She gave abig thanksto all the
churches that support the teens.  She hopes they continue to
encourage tripsto OY O and to monasteries. Irene motioned to
approve the Teen SOY O Report. MOTION CARRIED.

Y outh Camp Director Katrina Bitar spoke about St. Nicholas Camp.
Camp is about fullness of Christ in life, and this year was successful.
On November 11™ & 9am, children grades 2nd-12th may attend a
“Camp at Home” Day. Cost is$25 for theday. They may pay upon
arrival. It begins with Orthros at 9am, includes awhole day of camp
and ends with agong show at 8pm! Seewhat camp islike - at home.
Bring people in who need to seeit. Winter Camp is January 19-21%.
The speaker isFr. James Coleson “1 Got Soul and | Am aSoldier!”
See www.antiochianladiocese.org for fliers.

The Antiochian Women’s Report was given by President Samia
Habib. Today they had a good meeting with sixteen parishes
represented. Thereisstill space for the Women's Fall Retreat in
November. In February, the Board will attend our Winter Meetings.
The Spring Women's Retreat is April 20-22" with Fr. Josiah
Trenham on the topic: “White Hairsand White Hearts’. One of the
current projectsis buying Orthodox booksto place in the public



library. They are getting ready for the next phase of fundraising for
the Retired Clergy Fund. They raised 250K in the first phase. Our
goals are to minister to the parishes and to be active in our groups.
During Women's Month: usher and get support in thiseffort. The
youth have amonth, and March is our month. Let’sthank our hosts:
St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church in Whittier.

The Fellowship of St. John the Divine Report was given by
Treasurer ClaireKruse. She gave the report for Kyra, who felt she'd
give someone else a chance to speak. Inthe General Meeting, the
status of the Missions Fund and new appropriations were discussed.
We gave reports on the three retreats put on in our diocese this year:
onein Edmonton, Alberta Canada, Spokane Washington and San
Francisco, CA. Thisyear wewill add onein Tucson, Arizona. We
had over sixty participantsin two of these. Thisyear we aso had the
first Young Adult Conference in San Francisco which was well-
attended.

The CPCC Report was given by Coordinator Lew Maouf. He
formed a Diocesan committee that plans and implements the Parish
Life Conference weekend. Ed Malouf was Coordinator for 2006, so
he said afew words about this conference.

2006 PL C San Diego, CA

The parish extends their thanks to you for your support. Their
Inexperience was not a problem. They made 18K- a great
accomplishment.

2007 PLC Portland, OR

Susy Hadeed, Vice Chair of the PLC informed us about the upcoming
PLC. Portland’ s nicknameisthe City of Roses--a beautiful place.
Come afew days early to see more. Thethemeis“Building up the
Body of Christ Until We All Come to the Unity of Faith.” The Light-
Rail systemisgreat. It'safreelinethat goesall around downtown,



and then thereisthe free streetcar called the MAX. Frederica
Mathewes-Green will be the speaker. The Double Tree Hotel rateis
$99. Reserve early because there are only 125 rooms available right
now. Other hotels are within walking distance and on the Max line.
Across the street from the hotel is the largest shopping mall in the
state and thereisno salestax! Thereisa 10% discount on certain
airlines. If you buy the Early Bird ticket book and stay at the hotel,
you will receive six free meals. Y ou will have Breakfast and Lunch
for three daysfree. Onlineregistration is available in a couple of
weeks on www.stgeorgeportland.org. Visit for moreinfo.

2008 Fred Milkie is hosting the PLC at St. Nicholas Cathedral. $109
anight. Therewill be specia deals, but Portland isahard act to
follow.

2009 PLC will be hosted by St. Stephen in Campbell and held at the
Marriott in Santa Clara.

2010 PLCisin Tucson at the 4 Star Resort Hotel for $119.

2011 PLC will be hosted by St. Mark in Irvine and St. Barnabusin
CostaMesa

The 2007 Delegates Meeting will be hosted by St. Athanasiusin
Sacramento.

L ucy Hanna made a motion to approve the CPCC Report. Irene
seconded. MOTION PASSED. Suzy thanked Fred Milkiefor his
support.

His Grace Bishop JOSEPH entered the room at 2:30 pm and
addressed the Assembly.

“In the past few months, | have experienced pain, surgery and
uncertainty. The pain started 8/6, Sunday after church. | suffered a
lot for one week. The surgery was 8/15. During my favorite feast,



the Dormition, | had to be gone for afew hoursthat day. The Holy
Virginis my healer; Christ isalso our heder, our physician. | also
believe in the healing power of the Theotokos. When | wasin pain,
she comforted me. When depressed, she brought joy and peace. To
live in Balamand in the 60’ s where there was no power, and the food
was horrible was another very hard time. Bad experiences coincided
and collided. They were not the good soil for seed. Fr. Michael and |
stayed seventeen yearsthere. We have overcome all difficulties,
despite all.

So when you pray to the Mother of God, you do not
automatically have the answer. Y ou have to submit yourself to
someone, especialy her. Sheisthe Panagia. If you surrender your
life to her, be patient--maybe she is busy with someone else. Millions
are asking for her healing. Maybe your prayer is not coming from
your broken heart. | went to the hospital without any fear--death is
nothing new for me. If it happens, let it happen. Some die when they
areinfants, mid-age. Thelast few faces| saw before the surgery were
Fr. Wayne, Fr Paul, and Fr. Jon Braun. After the surgery, | said, ‘ of
course, | remember you werethere.” Thank God for her intercessions,
and | am back today for my first appearance. | didn’'t want to miss
your gathering. | appreciate all the delegates being here, yet | need
moretime. | cannot serve yet. Maybe Nov. 1%, after my cat scan and
al isnormal, | can start visiting churches again. But | can’t serve.
My legs are still too weak.

A few remarksto understand: I’m not involved in politics or
business. We have enough money, power, and materia things. But
we need holiness. Holy clergy. If we keep on business, we cannot
save people and our own souls. Otherwiseit isawaste of time.
Christ did not have a place to put his head; He chose ignorant,
uneducated fisherman. When they left the world, they didn’'t miss
anything. Ther hearts were not into the bank, money and business.
We need money in the church, but not everyone should be involved
withiit.

When you make judgments, be careful. Don’t expect meto be
different, because | gave up all those things and listen to His teaching



and am Hisservant. We need holiness more than anything else. For
two months, | have not been to any churches-- there are steps, and |
cannot go down. | missthe atar. My whole beingisbehindit. They
bring it to me (communion) , but it’s different. | have double pain--
physical and spiritual. Please understand this kind of teaching.

Please don’t ask me to be a business man. It will not happen with me.
It's not my choice. | wrote some words for the Ladies meeting, so I'll
repeat the words | gave them.

Please et us emphasize three things: unity, education, and charity.

Unity. The Orthodox Church is suffering because there is no unity.

| recently attended a SCOBA meeting: we al need to be there - not
just one of us. Thefedingisthat SCOBA has accomplished nothing
sofar. It'snot dead! Don't losefaith; we pray ‘for the union of the
whole church’: are we for unity or not? When Peter asked Jesusif he
could join Him on the waves, He said * Go, walk’, and hedid. When
he did watch Christ, he walked on water. So Christ isour hope for
unity--if Jesusdidn’t want us to be united, no power on earth could
unite us. But we don’t obey him, and we don’t get united.

When we say politics- not the government kind, but Greek, OCA,
Antiochian, we mean keeping busy with our things and forgetting
about the purpose. The purposeis Christ. The morewelove Him,
we become united. Through Him and in Him, we are united. Unity
Is possible on one condition: if Jesusisthe purpose of that
agreement. So let ustalk about unity, and bring a good understanding
of that unity. A definition: unity doesn't mean | forget my heritage
or language. We accept each other the way we are. Look at Jesus
morethan all of that. We have to be ready for unity. Unity iswhen |
see Jesus in every person around me.

Education. We are here to educate ourselves. People get offended
when they hear me say | am astudent. If | have a chance to comment,
to say afew words, that’s secondary. Moreimportantly, | am blessed



to learn mysalf. | want to learn more and more. Trying to improve
this community and our parish. If blind lead the blind-- you know
what happens. We invite speakers and listen to others. About the
Nov. 10" retreat, | will haveto missthisone. | have never missed
onein eleven years---why? Just to be there and be quiet! Education
Isso important. If the church has nothing to teach, we have to shut it
down and do something else.

So how do we get education? What do we do during the year?
We read and we pray. But what about Matins? Let ustry to go. Five
raised their hands just now, saying they regularly go. My coming here
with my painisjust to express my love for your being here. So don't
miss Matins. My sermons were always from Matins. Thereisalot of
substance there. | take the wisdom from the service to make it the
subject of my homily. Make every effort; everything else can wait.
Matinsvs. breakfast? It isatimefor educating yourself. You arethe
students of thegospel! The priest is getting tired as he prepares for
the church, so please get tired with him. Six raised their hand to say
they usually go to Vespers. It'snot enough. We are sailing against
theworld. We haveto refuel our efforts-- even clergy need to meet
together and learn from each other. When | asked the clergy if we
should meet every other year, in one voice, they said “make the
meeting every year!” But, keep learning!! | read everything | put my
hands on.

Charity and talents. Think about the parable where men were given
talents and one was found negligent to do anything with his. The 2™
onetripled histalents. Be like these people - we call them blessings--
they are numberless. Oneis having good heath. When | wasin pain,
they were having awar in Lebanon. The smell of death was
everywhere. In Paesting, it was the same. My pain has become
minor. It counts as nothing. Those people lost everything: their
homes, their families, their living. In Cana, Lebanon, twice we had
news about widespread massacres. My pain then in my mind became
less. Thisisthe spirit of charity. Not only to give $5. When



someone is suffering--if you can have compassion for them, to bring
hope to others, thisis the more powerful generosity. Bring hope to
humanity. Charity meansto love people, to fed their suffering and
pain. Comfort them. Maketheir burden lighter.

Who candoit? Everyonecan-youthdoit. In aTucson
home where terminally ill children have lost their family members,
we sponsored afamily. We gave Christmas presents and spoke to
them. Young people- we have alot of ministry for you in the church.
And for everyone: for clergy, laity, women, men, young adults, teens
and children. We cannot do charity without the other two: unity and
education. What we learn as students of the gospel, we put it in
action. We put the gospel into actions. We make it visible and real.
And we do not pick and choose which state or country to giveit to.
We don’t choose who is our recipient. Heis our neighbor--anyone
could be our neighbor. Syriac, or Greek or Russian. To betrue
Christian, in deed, not just word. It'shard, nearly impossible. The
Bibleis not just a book--we cannot read it. It'spagesand lines. It's
our actions according to the faith, according to Jesus Christ that bring
those wordsto life. Put the gospel in action--the meaning of
charity!”

Questions. Widad Tarazi asked, “Do you encour age home
schooling?” “Yes, because we don't have Orthodox schoolsin
every place--like in Riverside where they have no building, but
potential. Alsoin SantaBarbara. Eagle River. St. Nicholas
Cathedral. A real Orthodox school isthere. How many parishes are
ready for this kind of program?*

*Should we bring it up in Parish Council ?’
“Of course. If you are not educating children, you will lose them for
sure.”

Bishop JOSEPH left the meeting.

Lew Malouf asked to get new representatives for the CPCC. Please



provide us with one member who can serve two to three years:
someone from TEEN SOY O, Antiochian Women and the Fellowship.
There will be three evenings to promote the interests of your
organization. We would like to hear from you. We want to bring you
up to date on everything. It will be baptism by fire.

Fr. Joseph Purpura had afew words next. It ismy pleasure to be
back here. Theteenshad agreat meeting. Lauren, you did aterrific
job today. | want to especially ask for everyone's help now. Severd
parishes don't have Bible Bowl teams. We have a great prospect of
Orthodox Unity on this continent. It will happen! What they did
simply by speaking out as orthodox laity was profound. | wasonly
support to them in my part, as | presented their proposition to the
Board. They are not aonein Orthodox Unity. What could they do to
help Metropolitan Philip. Soon, agroup of teens wanted to draft a
letter to SCOBA. (See Resolution Letter attached.) The Bishops
and the President of SCOBA met. The bishops used this same
language from the letter throughout the meeting. They took this
theme and used it for the PLC in Portland!

Montreal Convention is next summer--please send your teens.
Passports are needed early on. Just get one now and save some
money for the next ten years of traveling. Try to save your money
now. When you know your team has won, book the tickets right
away. The Fdlowship can help with finances. Rooms are being
held for the Bible Bowl winners. So you don’'t need to book your
rooms, only the passport and flight cost are needed. Speaking of
price, with acredit card you save money. They will do it at the
exchange rate.

The Generd Assembly adjourned at 3:45pm.



Appeal for Orthodox Unity in North America
RESOLUTION

The North American Council and Diocesan officers of SOY O, the teen Y outh Movement of the
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, make the following resolution.

Wher eas the Scripturd witness records, “Behold how good and pleasant it isfor brethren to
dwdll together in unity.” (Psdlms 133:1), and

Wher eas our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ prayed, “ That they may be one, as We are one.”
(John 17:11), and

Wher eas “Building up the Body of Chrigt until we al come to the unity of thefaith..” (Ephesans
4:12-13) isinhibited by the post-modern Western culture and the rise of secularism, which
drive to divide the youth, especidly the teens, from the true faith, and

W her eas the Orthodox Church has been present in North Americafor amost 300 years, and
Wher eas the lack of a unified voice impedes the effectiveness of our witnessin North America

We humbly apped to the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs of the Standing
Conference of Orthodox Bishopsin Americathat they take appropriate steps to:

1 Meet and formulate a process to redize functiona and
practica unity for the Orthodox Church in North
America

2. Encourage and support the joint gethering and combined
work of al the teen and youth movements, and their
advisors, of the Orthodox Church in North America

3. Speak with one voice to the American culture and people
concerning the Orthodox Church’ s teachings and the witness of the Gospel of
Chrig.

George Sackllah- Teen SOYO President  Christopher Shadid Vice President Brigitte Ayoub- Treasurer
Katherine Atty - Secretary V. Rev Fr. Anthony Yazge - Spiritual Advisor NAC SOYO
V. Rev. Fr. Joseph Purpura- Chairman of the Department of Y outh Ministry

Lauren Malouf - Pr. of Dse. of Los Angeles and the West/Rebecca Phillips- Pr. of Dse. of Miami & SE

Stephen Shadid- Pr. of Dse. of NY and the East /Matthew Yazge- Pr. of the Dse. of Toledo/Midwest

Caroline E-Chaar - Pr. of the Dse. of Ottawa, East Canada and Upstate New Y ork
Tarek Salti - President of the Diocese of Wichitaand Mid-America
Nicholas Abdelahad - President of the Diocese of Worcester and New England



